AP Environmental Summer Assignment
What is going Green?  There is a lot of talk in the media about going green (HGTV Green House Giveaway, Clean Burning Coal, more people using local Farmers Market).  This summer your assignment is to go green.  Your assignment is broken into two parts.  

1st Assignment

1. Go to the Salisbury Farmers Market (open on Wednesday or Saturday) and interview one of the farmers.  Remember you don’t just have to interview produce farmers, you could interview Wild Turkey Farm, etc.  

2. Your questions and answers should be submitted to me by email by July 15th.

3. Here are some things to include

a. Date and time you went, name of farmer
b. Questions you could use- what type of produce do you sell, which ones come from your farm, which ones do you buy, where is your vendor located, what type of farming methods do you use, do you spray fertilizers or pesticides, etc.

c. Prices of at least 5 items that the farmer sells

d. BUY some type of produce that you normally buy from the grocery store, how does the taste and look compare

e. Go to a local supermarket and compare the prices of the five items the farmer sold compared to the supermarket prices

f. Which is cheaper farmer (local) or supermarket (commercial)

g. Why don’t most Americans buy their produce locally?

h. How could we get people in Rowan County to utilize the local farmers and attend the Farmer’s Market.

2nd Assignment- Do you have a GREEN THUMB?  The push now is to grow your own vegetables.  Your assignment, start a vegetable garden.  You must grow at least one type of plant, more than one is preferred. You may use a bed or pot to grow this plant (squash, tomato, pepper, etc.).  Plants may be purchased at Rufty’s, Lowes, etc for a very cheap price.  Hopefully some of your families have started a vegetable garden for the summer and you are already started.  You will document this adventure with a journal every two weeks.  You may email me your journal at the end of the summer or you may post your info on facebook at the following group site- SHS AP Environmental Summer Project.  This will be a great way to see with pictures and talk with your classmates about their plant growth. 
Your journal should include the following

1. Make sure you date each entry.  You must have one every two weeks, the more the better.  1st Journal entry should begin no later than June 16th.  
2. Each entry should include

a. How much did the plant grow?  Your 1st entry will be your start height.

b. How much are you watering? Did you fertilize?  Any bug populations?  How’s the weather during the week?
c. When did your first fruits appear?  How long did the fruits take to ripen or mature?

d. LAST but not least, a picture of your plant
Please email assignment or questions- amberlaws@gmail.com
